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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5981 - Home: (217) 348-7553 
87-12 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
EIU TO HOST HISTORY CONFERENCE 
September 17, 1987 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University will host 
the Eighth Annual History Conference Friday, September 25th 
in the Martin Luther King, Jr., Student Union. This year's 
conference theme is "I Like This Country Well; The Peopling 
of Illinois 1800-1860." It investigates the significance of 
migrations from the eastern coastal and over-mountain states 
as well as from Western Europe. 
Dr. Edward Hawes of Sangamon State University will provide 
the Keynote presentation, "The Land Is Cheap And Rich: An American 
View Of The Illinois Frontier." Professor Fred Soady of Illinois 
Central College will share his interests in the role of 
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German settlers in early Illinois and Dr. Mark Wyman of Illinois 
State University will interpret the role of the Irish in Illinois. 
A luncheon presentation by Dr. Wallace Farnham of the University 
of Illinois will tie the conference theme together with the 
Bicentennial of the United States Constitution and his topic 
"Bicentennial Of What? The Constitution As The Settlers Found 
It." 
Lee Slider will be joined with volunteers from the Rock 
Springs Center for Environmental Discovery to present a special 
living history program of music and the spoken word taken from 
letters and diaries of nineteenth century women. Their program 
is entitled, "My Whole Life Is In That Quilt." The conference 
will conclude with a reception and tour of the Greenwood School 
Museum. 
Cosponsored by: Superintendents of Eastern Illinois Educa-
tional Service Regions, Coles County Historical Society, Illinois 
State Historical Society, Illinois Heritage Association, Dr. 
Estelle Greenwood and Bartley Greenwood, Jr., and Eastern Illinois 
University with partial funding from the Illinois Humanities 
Council National Endowment for the Humanities. The conference 
is being coordinated by Adult and Continuing Education at Eastern 
Illinois University. To register or for more information, call 
(217) 581-5114. The registration fee, $17.00, includes all 
conference materials, continental breakfast, lunch and refreshment 
breaks. 
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